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A 2011 Newbery Honor BookÂ Come feel the cool and shadowed breeze, come smell your way

among the trees, come touch rough bark and leathered leaves: Welcome to the night. Welcome to

the night, where mice stir and furry moths flutter. Where snails spiral into shells as orb spiders circle

in silk. Where the roots of oak trees recover and repair from their time in the light. Where the

porcupette eats delicaciesâ€”raspberry leaves!â€”and coos and sings. Come out to the cool, night

wood, and buzz and hoot and howlâ€”but do beware of the great horned owlâ€”for itâ€™s wild and

itâ€™s windy way out in the woods! This Newbery Honor-winning picture book combines beautifully

written poetry with facts of the forest and elaborate illustrations to form a marvelously engaging

collection.
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When you decide to create an in-home library for your grandchildren, searching for the best books

to add to it can become a great adventure - time consuming, yes, but also fun and rewarding.

People start suggesting their own favorites, you find yourself making notes on booklists gleaned

from dozens of sources and - most fun of all - you sometimes just sort of stumble across a book

while looking for something else and it becomes a treasured addition to your collection. This book,



Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the Night, falls into that last category. In this case, it was the owl

on the cover that caught my eye - probably because I'd just recently seen the film Legend of the

Guardians: The Owls of Ga'hoole. The owl was enough to make me take the book down from the

shelf, but it was the wonderful content that had me putting Dark Emperor and Other Poems of the

Night into my buy pile.I loved this book on my first read through, captivated by the unexpected, but

somehow perfect, mixture of poetry and science. Apparently, had I been familiar with author Joyce

Sidman who has employed this combination in previous books such as Butterfly Eyes and Other

Secrets of the Meadow and Song of the Water Boatman and Other Pond Poems, this combination

would not have surprised me. (Both of these earlier books now reside on my Wish List.
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